The Situation of Human Rights in Sudan, 2003

Introduction

In 2003, violations never ceased to occur against human rights in Sudan; the worst occurring was the newly escalated Western Sudan civil war in DarFur. Political opponents and civil society activists became a target of arbitrary arrest and harassment, besides torture in many instances by security forces. This year too about 40 persons were executed by extra-judicially issued special courts’ death sentences. Tens others suffered cruel or degrading penalties such as flogging or limb imputation.

The Search for Peace 

Following the January-February military action by government forces in the oil areas of the Western Nile Wilaya, the Sudan Government-SPLM/SPLA cease-fire agreement was generally maintained; still, military confrontation continued between the SPLA and southerner militias, especially in the Upper Nile Unity Province.
The IGAD-sponsored Peace-Talks successfully achieved many important decisions concerning security and cease-fire arrangements, (as well as wealth distribution decisions in January 2004). It was not possible, however, to finalize, as expected, a peace agreement by end of the year. Regrettably, the human rights component was quite absent throughout the negotiations for the mediators didn’t place on the table agenda leading to the investigation of gross human rights violations and crimes committed against humanity within the armed conflict that might further put to trial those responsible for them. The issue of the transition to democracy was not clearly or elaborately discussed, which might lead in the final analysis to consolidate the existence of two North-South separate political systems (for more details, see our report on the peace talks). 
The Oil Conflict
Emphasizing amenable security conditions for foreign oil companies, the government adopted land demolishment policies against the indigenous population in the oil areas. Most of the population was thus forcibly displaced. A broad international human rights campaign managed to convince some western investors to stop oil activities in the South. Early in 2003, the Canadian Talisman Energy sold out its oil shareholdings to India’s ONGC Videsh Ltd. The Swedish Lundin Oil AB and the Austrian OMV followed suit. Less concerned with human rights issues; notwithstanding, Asian companies (from China, Malaysia, and India) immediately succeeded the western businesses.
DarFur
A violent civil war erupted in DarFur despite the partial stoppage of fighting in the South. By the end of year, the war displaced not less than 700,000 citizens, destroying hundreds of villages and killing thousands of civilians. Obviously, the government took the opportunity of cease-fire in the South to subdue by military power the new rebellion of Western Sudan.
Public Freedoms

Restrictions unabated on public and personal freedoms, until end of the year there were still tens of detained politicians who had been further banned from traveling abroad.  National conscription continued for students and youthful people with no regard to the right to conscientious objection or the right to travel or to possess traveling documents or school certificates. 

Military Mobilization Assuring the Theological State

June 18, the head of state, Omer al-Bashir, launched a strong attack on his political opponents who were calling for the exception of the National Capital Khartoum from application of the regime’s Shari’a laws. Bashir said that the seizure of political power in June 1989 was aimed to prevent abortion of Islamic Shari’a. He avowed, “We will never be secularists. We will sacrifice our lives to stop secularism.”

Thursday June 26, the Popular Defense Administration organized a military parade in Khartoum with thousands of heavily armed PDFs who chanted Jihad slogans. The PDFs commander, Ahmed ‘Abbas, pledged to defend faith and the Homeland vis-à-vis the enemies who wanted to obstruct the march of Islam in the country. He asked the recruits to sacrifice their lives in defense of the “National Salvation Revolution.” The aim of the parade, said ‘Abbas, was aimed to ascertain the Jihad commitment of the PDFs and to keep the Jihad uplifted in the whole land. 

September 4, the head of state graduated 100,000 conscripts in Khartoum. In his address to the graduates, he said their number was a clear message to all those plotting against the regime. He asserted the state’s determination to arm students and the youth with knowledge, faith, and guns to face out the enemies of the Sudan’s land and wealth. He praised the student “female mujahidat who foiled all conspiracies” against his rule.

On October 4, the Sudanese president affirmed his insistence to pursue State theology at expense of peoples’ rights. In a conference sponsored by the ruling party for the youth as “pioneers of thought and peace making,” al-Bashir led the conference commitment to maintain State theology, repeating hymns saying: 
“For the sake of Allah, we will hold the banner up in sacrifice for religion, not for any worldly play. 

So let us renew religion’s glory, 

Even if blood-shedding is the only way”

On November 7th, the head of state, Omer al-Bashir, assured that his government would not abandon the People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) after a peace agreement might be finalized to end civil war in South Sudan. Addressing a public gathering in the city of al-Obied, he ascertained the PDFs would play a role in the next transitional period exactly as they “played a role in the previous stage.” 
The government-controlled PDFs militias were established in the early 1990s to support government warring in the South. Largely composed of Islamist elements, the PDFs maintained one of the worst records of war: consistently demolishing villages and crops, massacring civilians, and enslaving women and children. The government insistence on keeping up PDFs forces even if peace agreement might be finalized casts doubt on the peace commitment of the State.

Positive Developments

The Nuba Mountains’ cease-fire agreement was consistently applied. On October 13, the government ratified the Ottawa international convention on the prevention of the use, acquisition, production, or trafficking of mines, and the destruction of available stockpiles. This made of Sudan the State No. 140 ratifying the convention. Beginning next April 2004, the government obligations by Convention would include mines’ clearance from all concerned areas within 10 years ending in April 2014.

On November 13, the council of ministers recognized the right of women to travel in all regions and abroad unless restricted by legal procedure. The minister of social affairs announced that the reasons underlying the previous curtailment of the women’s right to travel ceased to exist. “There is now available tranquility in the country that allows free movement for citizens, male of female.” 

The Organization, however, believes that the restriction of women’s right to travel by themselves, without guardian (as well as many other restrictions), was based on religious decrees rather than security issues (for more details, see SHRO-Cairo statement: November 22, 2003).   
Civil and Political Rights
The State of Emergency was permanently enacted for four consecutive years (1999-2003), which made it possible to empower the president with the authority to abrogate any legal provision with presidential decree and to impose extra-legal measures that were repressively enforced. The other prevailing laws, including the most recently amended National Security Act that authorized solitary detention starting with nine months up to a complete year, were largely used to harass political opponents. The amended Law of Criminal Procedure 1991 added more powers to the law-enforcement employees to investigate, arrest, interrogate or detain irrespective of magisterial investigation, as was lawfully required to guarantee the rights of persons in contact with the law. Privileged with a lawless immunity that foiled the submission of legal inquiries about its compliance with the law, the State Security Department acted as a worst violator of human rights.

Theoretically, the Criminal Procedure Law recognized assurances against arbitrary arrest. The law stated that in the case of arrest, a warrant of arrest “must be issued for the arrestee by the prosecution attorney, or the police, indicating reasons of the arrest” (Sections 69 and 72 of the Law). If a person was put under arrest without warrant - in the case of crime commission - the concerned judge “must be informed within 24 hours of the time of arrest.” The judge alone was authorized to renew the warrant for 3 days that might be extended 2 more weeks (Sections 77 and 79). By end of the renewed period, “the arrestee should be either lawfully accused or released. Even when an accusation might be placed in order, the arrest should be renewable for only 2 weeks by the competent judge” (Section 79). The prosecuting attorney “should daily inspect detention centers, review detention records, and make sure they are procedurally correct and that the arrestees are kept in custody in accordance with the law” (Section 81).  The arrestee dignity “must be preserved, including the right to meet with lawyers and family members, and to receive food and books. The arrestee must not be transferred from the place of arrest without legal permit” (Section 83).

The rights prescribed by criminal procedure, as well as those insured by the constitution and the international human rights norms ratified by the Sudan Government, were flatly antagonized by the National Security Act that allowed security officers to arrest any person arbitrarily for a period extending to 9 months aside from the prosecution and the judiciary.

Section 31 of the National Security Act 1999 (amended July 2001) increased the detention period without charge or trial from 63 days to 9 months maximum. Section 31 (a) of the Act allowed security forces to arrest a person arbitrarily for 3 days renewable up to 30 days. If an arrestee was suspected for crime against the State, the detention order might be renewed another month by director of the State Security Department, that might be extended 2 additional months by approval of the National Defense Council. 

Section 32 of the procedure stated that the arrestee should be informed about the reason for detention. He should have the right to inform his family or to contact with them “unless these contacts hinder the investigation.” The arrestee “must not be bodily or morally hurt.” A prosecutor attorney should inspect on a daily basis the detention centers (Section 32 – 5). These rights and assurances, however, were continuously deniable. Section 33 (b) of the National Security Act almost provided full impunity for security elements: “no civil or criminal suit would be allowable against any act related to the official duty of a working member of the Department, without the Director’s prior approval.”

Section 31 of the Act was used to arbitrarily detain many citizens, including students and children, for reasons not related to crimes against the State. The Act reference to “conditions that jeopardize the tranquility of society and the security of citizens” in Section 31 (b) was broadly phrased so that it would easily cover numerous non-violent activities such as unionism and student governance.
Violating the Right to Free Expression, Movement and Peaceful Assembly

On January 18, the Anniversary of Mahmoud Mohamed Taha Martyrdom, security forces sacked a house in Omdurman confiscating 300 books, 24 cassette taped lectures, and 73 charts. The security commandant refused to receive a complaint submitted by 24 lawyers to restore the confiscated property. On August 18, the security department director verbally replied that the materials had been demolished by departmental order in the presence of the owner. On March 13, the security department restricted Ms Kwagi Alwazi Hakim, a delegate of the Sudanese Churches’ Council, from traveling to Germany despite official permits issued by the ministry of interior to travel abroad.

In June, a group of 14 Islamists, including leaders of political organizations, authority figures, and 2 university professors, issued a statement considering acts of heresy the students. Democratic Front and the parties and believers in democracy and socialism and all those in allegiance to Christians, as the statement read.

An earlier fatwa [decision based on religious reference] issued last May called for the killing of a number of leaders, activists, and journalists who opposed the ruling regime. The fatwa offered a reward of 10 million Sudanese pounds for each citizen mentioned in the announcement.

The authorities did not take measures against the fatwa makers. This trend as pursued by the Islamic group since the early 1980s pushed further the prevailing climates of extremism and violence in the country, It was a product of the government fully supported religious, cultural, and ethnic arrogance that the group adopted.

On May 31, the security authorities prevented ‘Abd Allah Hassan Ahmed, deputy chairperson of the PPC, from traveling to Britain and the Gulf States.

On June 2, the security department prevented women delegates from the Nuba Mountains from leaving Khartoum to participate in a conference at the Koda town in the Mountains. On June 18, the authorities attacked a peaceful assembly by political activists at the dwelling of an activist. On July 2, the security force suspended a press conference called for at the office of the same activist (see more details under arbitrary arrests in this report).

On October 29, the Registrar of Organizations and Political Parties decided to cancel his notice of State permission for the Beja Congress political party. The registrar’s decision was based on the claim that the Congress had not complied with the terms of the notice since it maintained a military branch abroad.

During the months of November and December the authorities arrested tens of the al-Moutamar al-Sha’bi (Popular Congress Party, PCP) membership in Khartoum and the cities of DarFur, accusing them of supporting the DarFur rebellion - an accusation strongly rejected by the accused party.

Further accusing the PCP leader of encouraging the rebellion of DarFur, the first vice president ‘Ali ‘Uthman Taha threatened on the 23rd of November to ban the opposition party. The PCP leader was released from arrest on October 13 after 3 years of house detention due to a letter of understanding his party signed with the SPLM.

The second week of December, the security authorities interrogated a number of the Communist Party leaders including Yousif Hussain, Siddig Yousif, Dr. Rashad Hamid, and Mohamed Ibrahim Kabaj. The communists were asked to abort planned popular reception to the party leader Fatima Ahmed Ibrahim at the Khartoum Airport on her return home from exile. The authorities asked the party leaders to limit the reception of Fatima to members of the national committee of the reception with complete avoidance of any gathering crowds at the airport.

September 17, the local authorities imposed dawn to dusk curfew (7 am to 7 pm) in the three regions of DarFur side-by-side with a stand-by for all disciplinary forces of the region. The curfew was most likely meant to provide the government troops and militias with an opportunity to launch revengeful operations against the African groups of DarFur, without censor. By curfew, the authorities banned all peaceful meetings and public gatherings in the whole land.

On December 29, the National Council (government parliament) decided to extend emergency law for another year. This was the sixth or fifth consecutive renewal that would end in December 2004 under political and security pretext. The law empowered the security forces with large discretionary powers of arrest for periods extending to 9 months to harass opponents with unrestricted abuses of authority. Security forces were further unaccountable for authority abuses as virtually guaranteed by the other national security, criminal procedure 1991, and public order repressive laws. The emergency law, furthermore, authorized the head of state to abrogate existing laws by republican decree.

Violations against the Women

The women’s status continued without change among the worst victimized people all over the year. The worst violations, including rapes and abductions, were committed in the course of the ongoing civil war against women. The women were subjected to cruel or degrading punishments in the cases of adultery. They were further harassed and ill-treated by the Public Order Police.

On June 21, the head of state allocated a fund of 5.5 million dinars to prepare a special dress complying with religious dictates for university girls. The president said that the government would import 300,000 pieces of the new dress from China to meet the needs of the school year 2003-2004. The Islamic dress would be imposed on all girls in the Sudanese universities. The dress would be composed of a long wide garment accompanied by a head dress (khimar), in accordance with the Islamic norms. The presidential decision was not meant only to obligate the female students to put on Islamic attire. 

The decision would equally benefit the businesspeople sponsoring it since the cost of one dress would amount to 1500 to 5000 dinars (about 20 dollars), which would exceed by far the financial ability of the estimated 170,000 university girls. The minister of high education ascertained that the decision aimed to fulfill religious and national obligations of the government. “We have maintained the attire of our girls as prescribed by the Shari’a Law of the Qur’an,” said the minister.

Subsequent to security campaigns specifically launched to arrest tens of women from the Nuba Mountains in the opening days of June, the authorities outlawed two women organizations, namely the Nuba Mountains Women Union and the Ruayya Organization, and thus suspended all their [legal] activities.

In September, the head of state criticized the calling for the prevention of female circumcision. Accusing unnamed sources of activating a campaign against this custom, the president said that there are anti-Islam anti-Muslim circles that activate campaigns against the female circumcision. The president’s statement was part of his commentary on the call of al-Sheikh ‘Abd el-Hai Yousif, the Imam of the Doaha Mosque at Jebra, to abide-by the Sunna circumcision, which is approved by the medical sources being more beneficial than harmful. 

‘Abd el-Hai also pointed out the Four Madhahib [schools of Shari’a jurisprudence] preferred the female circumcision as Sunna [the Prophet’s way], duty or courtesy for the women. The Imam launched a vigorous attack against all voices asking for the prevention of female circumcision saying that, “they are enemies using their campaigns to hurt Islam.” The head of state praised the role the ‘ulama [Islamist scholars] played to enlighten the Umma [nation] and to guide people to the right path.

Censoring the Press and Publications 

The government violated the freedom of the press and expression. Many independent papers were confiscated. In February, the government-controlled Press and Publications’ National Council censored the press right to inform the public about the Machekos peace talks.

On March 9, the authorities confiscated 3,500 copies of the Khartoum Monitor without prior notice. The Monitor’s Editor and journalist Victor Ladu Darious were interrogated by security officers in response to a published article by Lado in which he claimed that the history of Islam was not non-violent. 

On the early hours of May 7, the security authorities seized without notice 5,000 issues of the al-Sahafa daily before it was distributed to the public.

April 19, the press section of the State Security Department prohibited al-Sahaffa from publishing news on the government failure to secure the proper examinations of the country’s General Certificate of Education. The Security Department dictated, “Nothing should be published by Khalid Fadl, a journalist who detected the news on the examinations crisis, or journalist ‘Abd al-Gadir al-Hafiz” who criticized the human rights violations of Sudanese education in the same newspaper. 

The security authorities obliterated some news from the journal while in print. The chief-in-editor Nouraddin Medani was interrogated at the security department on issues earlier published by the paper.

On May 6, the government authorities confiscated before distribution 6,000 copies of the Sahafa issue without warrant. On May 3, the authorities arrested Yousif al-Bashir Musa (aged 35), a newspaper’s correspondent in the Nyala city of Western Sudan. While in security custody, Musa was tortured, threatened with rape, and then severely beaten on his handicapped leg and his shoulders with a heavy stick. On July 29, Musa was re-arrested for preparing similar information,  

The al-Sahaffa was prohibited in April from publishing a report on armed conflict in DarFur that led to the loss of 50 lives at least. On May 7, 5,000 copies of al-Shari’a al-Siyassi paper were directly seized away from the printing house.

On Saturday the 10th of May, the North Khartoum Criminal Court suspended the Khartoum Monitor for 2 months. The Monitor’s Editor, Nihal Bol, was subsequently detained as a consequence of a lawsuit raised against the Monitor by the Ministry of Endowments and Religious Guidance. The Ministry claimed that the Monitor published insulting materials to the religion of Islam. Monitor was found guilty of inciting hatred against the state as well as religious sedition, and fined with one million Sudanese pounds or with 4-months imprisonment in the case of default. 

On June 4, security elements destroyed the pages of the Akhbar al-Yoam paper, as well as other journals, that included a text on the London Letter of Understanding between the PCP and the SPLM.

In the early hours of Saturday June 28, the security forces confiscated all of the 20,000 copies of the al-Sahafa independent daily without charge. The editors were not aware if the act was enforced in response to an earlier publication or because of something printed in the Saturday issue. 

On July 4, all the 2,534 copies of Alwan were seized by security because of an article criticizing the government with respect to the Khartoum Declaration.

On July 5, about 7,000 copies of Issue 2114 of al-Ray al-‘Am, almost one third of the total 25,000 daily publication, were censored probably because the paper’s issue of July the 3rd published a copy of the Khartoum Declaration in support of the Cairo Declaration.

On the 6th of July, the complaints committee of the Press National Council suspended the al-Captain newspaper for a week because it published in Issue 2405 of June 28th an essay that the committee considered “grossly indecent” In mid September, the press and publication court rejected an appeal by the Dar al-Istisharat wa al-Khadamat al-Qanoniya (consultation and legal services’ firm) vis-à-vis the suspension.

Saturday July 12, a Khartoum court suspended the Khartoum Monitor, and then fined, and further abrogated the Monitor’s license. A newspaper’s earlier appeal was approved by the Court of Appeals by which the Monitor resumed publication following 2 months of continuous confiscation by the suspending court since the 15th of May for an article discussing slavery in South Sudan.

Tuesday July 29, the security authorities seized all copies of al-Sahafa in print in retaliation of information the paper published the day before on the killing of 12 conscripts and the injury of 31 student conscripts in a car accident that was strongly negated by the PDFs spokesperson. The security officers, however, informed the editor-in-chief that the suspension was enforced because of the paper’s publication of the [failing] return of tribal delegates who had been engaged in [peace] negotiation with the rebels of DarFur in western Sudan.

On September 2, the Alwan newspaper was asked to stop printing until investigation would be completed about the paper’s instigation of sedition. The security department had formally accused Alwan of publishing material to “arouse sedition and disorder.” The direct cause of the decision was most likely based on an interview the newspaper published with the spouse and son of Hassan al-Turabi in which they criticized the president and his deputy.

On September 26, the prosecution section of crime against the state suspended Alwan. Prosecutor Mohamed Farid Hassan accused the newspaper of violating sections 66 and 69 of the criminal law, as well as section 25 of the press and publication act 1999.

Before the prosecutor’s decision was enforced, the newspaper resumed publication for a short while following an encounter of suspension and appeal decisions by the ministry of justice and a judge who suspended the newspaper for publishing news on the release of some political detainees that was considered false by the security department.

On October 7th, the authorities suspended for unspecified period of time al-Azmina daily, which published a report the army considered inappropriate about the PDFs. The army negated a suggestion by the Azmina report concerning the possibility of liquidating the PDFs as soon as peace agreement would be signed by the negotiating parties.

In the same day, the al-Sahaffa newspaper was suspended for 3 days due to a commercial advertisement of an airline company considered illegal wine advertisement by the authorities.

The suspension decision was applied synonymously with a protesting wave by Sudanese journalists against the escalated government suspension of the press that included 6 papers, namely the Ray al-Sha’b, al-Wattan, Khartoum Monitor, Alwan, al-Azmina, and al-Sahaffa, besides the al-Sabahiya journal, which was also suspended despite its legal license. The journalists’ protesting campaign called for the defense of the press freedom as a fundamental right by international law, the urgent need to free the suspended papers from censor, and the eradication of all press censoring laws. The journalists’ memo was signed by 35 journalists representing 17 political papers. The signatories stated that the press was subjected to a state of permanent censor despite the president’s decision to free the press from censor last August.

On Sunday November 16th, the authorities suspended al-Ayyam newspaper following a claim by the National Security Department that the paper was negatively dealing with security and stability and the religious and social coherency of the land. After on week of public protest, the government was compelled to permit the al-Ayyam publication on November 23. December the 2nd, the security authorities, however, re-suspended the paper although the Attorney General’s Office nullified the suspension. On January 25, the security director agreed to withdraw the case of al-Ayyam “abetment and breach of social security” that led to the suspension, as alleged by his department. 

November 23, the State-owned national corporation for Sudan communications initiated censorial works on the international internet activities of the country. The corporation’s initiative was suspected for further censor, although the corporation described the initiative “as an attempt to preserve the morals and stability of the nation against indecency.”

On November 24, the authorities suspended the Khartoum Monitor since “it was not serviceable to the cause of the homeland or citizenry, nor did it help to achieve stability.” The Monitor had earlier published articles criticizing slavery in the Sudan and the non-independence of the Sudan Judiciary.

December 16, the police assaulted the al-Jazeera Office in Khartoum annexing radio equipment in reaction to the news reports of the Office about Sudanese affairs. The police arrested Islam Salih, the Jazeera director in Sudan. Subsequently, the office was closed by authority, while Islam Salih was released one week later on December 24.

On December 27, the Khartoum criminal court withdrew license of the al-Qimma sports paper, as requested by the National Press Council.

December 21, the 69 working personnel of al-Ayyam submitted a memorandum to the head of state asking for permission to publish the paper. The workers further asked for compensation of the losses suffered as a result of the unlawful suspension of the paper.

The intimidation of journalists continued with threats of death, including actual attempts at murdering them. July 13, the editor of the Khartoum Monitor was subjected to assassination attempt when an unknown driver attacked Nhial Bol’s car in east Khartoum. Bol received threats on his life by phone days before the assassination attempt.

In August, the life of al-Sahafa columnist, al-Haj Waraq, was threatened by a phone message unless he would cease writing on apostasy in Islam. The clandestine terrorist also promised to blast the paper’s premises.

On August 9, the president of the republic pledged in a public announcement to relax the press censor; however, he decided the press would still be subjected to the government-controlled Press and Publications National Council. Because the council acted as a source of curtailing the freedom of the press, as well as penalizing journalists, the president’s promise did not virtually release the continuous curtailment of the press by security bodies. 

Furthermore, the authorities established new censorial machinery at the Republican Palace to oversee all news about the government before publication. Although this censorial procedure was explained as a safety measure, it was obviously a new form of curtailment to the freedom of obtaining, imparting, and disseminating information.

Arbitrary Arrest

The security authorities persecuted political opponents, trade unionists, civil society activists, and students with arbitrary arrests. On March 16, the security authorities arrested without charge Tawfeeq Salih Abu Kadoak, leader of the Justice Party, which was legally recognized by the act of party registration – an act that has been fully rejected by a majority of opposition parties. 

On March 20, the security forces arrested Ahmed Daou al-Bait nearby the Sudan University and detained him in an unknown place. It was reported that he was imprisoned at the Kober Central Prison in Khartoum North a few days later. On April 19, photographer Ibrahim Mohamed Hassan (55 years old) of the Kabkabiya village was arrested and then transferred to the Shalla Prison in al-Fashir together with Mohamed Akbar who was arbitrarily arrested with two other members of the Zagawa people.

On April 24, the security forces kidnapped Lenin al-Tayeb Yousif, a teacher of a private school at the Kalakla suburbs of Khartoum, from the entrance of the school. Yousif was placed with his family members and friends under close security surveillance. His relatives were not allowed to visit him or to know about the place of his detention although he was seriously suffering of respiration problems. Also, three of Yousif’s young brothers, namely al-Shafi’, Khidir, and Hassan, were arrested. Shafi’, who is a teacher, is still in detention. The security force informed the Yousif family the reason for the arrests was to force the family to motivate Lenin to surrender to the force. 

In April, Khartoum and DarFur witnessed a wave of security arrests that was haunting, in particular, the Fur and Zagawa citizens of the turbulent region of DarFur. Reliable reports indicated that the detained persons were severely tortured. Since the beginning of April, the arrests included Adam Ahmed Abu Jamal, ‘Abd al-Gadir Salim Barakat, ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmed (merchant), Mohamed Hashim ‘Abd al-Rahman, Mohamed Sid Ahmed (employee), and Sayed Bushara (businessman). 

On April 8, more arrests included Mohamed Karama (merchant), Khalil Mohamedain (farmer), Mohamed Ibrahim Tirab (farmer), Omer Hussain ‘Ali (teacher), Adam Haroun Nour (teacher), Yousif Hussam (merchant), Abu Bakr Hamid Nour (engineer), and Yousif Mohamed Salih (engineer).

On April 9, the security forces arrested the southerner student Partil Moses, a student of law at the Neelain University in Khartoum, while he was on his way to school with his classmate Malwal Bot who was subsequently arrested. The two students were members of the African National Front, which actively participated in the university student elections. 

In May, the security authorities arrested 16 students at the Zalingi University. These included Hanaa Mohamed ‘Ali, Mawahib ‘Ali, Huda Daoud, Intisar ‘Abd al-Rahman Fadl, Mohamed al-Hassan Rahama, Hassan Harri, Mohamed Ahmed Khalid, Daoud ‘Abd al-Rahman, ‘Abd al-Azim Daou a-Bait, Ashraf al-Hilu, Haytham Samba, al-Tayeb, Taj al-Sir, al-Nour, Um al-Hassan Sharoafa, and ‘Aiysha Sharoafa.

Between May 12 and May 20, the security arrested tens of the DarFur citizens who were suspected for political views or for relations with political opponents of the regime. They were detained in clandestine centers of torture. The arrested citizens included Yousif Arko Minawi, the brother of a leader of an armed movement in the region, Sharif Ahmed, Ramadan Jabir Nahar, Daoud Mohamed, Zakariya Mohamed (70 years old), Yousif Mohamed Bannani, and Mandi Mamoun. 

On May 28, the authorities arrested Adam al-Tahir Hamdoun, member of PCP the executive committee.

Adam Musa Madibo, a prominent Umma leader and a former minister of the democratic government of Sadiq al-Mahdi, was arrested for security interrogation that lasted for 24 hours at the Kober Prison. Madibo met with 33 political detainees at least in the prison of whom he mentioned ‘Abd al-Rahman Doasa, another leading member of the Umma Party who spent more than a month in the prison.

On June 3, 38 women, including Hoda Daoud, Howaida Bashir Koami, Ja’fariya Bashinna, ‘Itimad Faqeeh ‘Ali, Zainab Balandiya, Kamiliya, and 3 men, including Samir ‘Abd Allah and Juma’ Darman of the Nuba Mountains region were arbitrarily arrested while participating in a conference on peace and development at the Koda village of the Nuba. They were later released.

On May 5, Jibreel al-Neel, a PCP activist, was arbitrarily arrested in Kosti with many other members of the party arrested in Khartoum and DarFur. These included ‘Ali Shammar, Suliman Jamoos, ‘Isma’il Bashir ‘Arabi, Habib Mustafa, and Dr. ‘Abd al-Rahman Bushara Doussa. The security officers inspected the other residential dwellings of Ahmed Adam Bakhiet, ‘Abd al-Halim Adam, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Askar, and Anwar Jubara. These were members of the Zagawa Shoura Council who in their absence family members were also beaten up and thrown in the street by the invading forces when they did not find what they were searching for. 

On June 2, the security forces arrested 38 Nuba women plus 3 men with them while they were leaving the Capitol to participate in a conference scheduled at the town of Koda in the Nuba Mountains. Five security officers armed with pistols and the AK-47 machine guns interrogated the arrested citizens at the security department headquarters where they were aggressively inspected and gravely insulted. The personal belongings of the arrested citizens, including cell phones, money, portable computer set, documents, and food were additionally confiscated. 

The arrested women included among others Iman James Kuku, Howaida Siddiq, Buthaina Zidan Idris, Amnna ‘Awad Hamad, Ja’fariya Ahmed Isma’il, Suhail al-Fakki ‘Ali, Huda Isma’il, Rifqa Ibrahim Omar, Suhair ‘Abd-Allah Idris, Amal Isma’il Mohamed, Buthaina Ibrahim Dinar, ‘Aida Musa Makki, Bakhita Abbo Ibrahim, Barbara Philip Kalo, Huda Daoud Hamid, Wahida Mohamed Hamid, Nadiya Khawaja Musa, ‘Aziza Suliman al-Zain, Sumaiya ‘Uthman ‘Ali, ‘Afaf Mohamed Qaboush, Nagla Ahmed Hamid, Mayassa Makki ‘Abdel-Rahman, Huda Isma’il, Suhair ‘Abdel-Nabbi, Sammar ‘Abd-Allah Kodi, Howayda Bashir Koami, I’timad E’issa al-Fakki, Kushadi Kuku, Um Jum’a Durman Kafi, Kamiliya Ibrahim Kuku, and Zainab Balandiya who was daily interrogated at the security headquarters until mid-June. The three men arrested with the women were ‘Amir Nasser Nimeiri, Ibrahim ‘Ali, and Nourain.

On June 8, journalist Faisal al-Baqir was arrested at the Khartoum Airport on his return from a conference on press and information convened in Greece. June 18, about 30 security elements sacked the residence of a political activist at the Khartoum 2 residential area to arrest 45 activists who had been holding a meeting at the house. The activists were lately released with a bond not to pursue further political activity against the government. 

Of the arrested politicians was Sid Ahmed al- Hussain, the deputy Secretary-General of the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP), al-Haj Warraq, Secretary-General of the Haraka al-Quwa al-Haditha [Modern Forces. Movement], Ibrahim al-Sheikh, Secretary-General of the Popular Congress Party (PCP), Ghazi Suliman, a lawyer and legal activist, Ghobrial Matour Malaik, Dr. Ja’far Karrar, Dr. ‘Abdel-Rahman al-Ghali, Dr. ‘Abdel-Rahim Ballal, James Al-Sao, John Kwal, Lieutenant-General (retired) Farouq al-Mufti, and representatives of other opposition parties. The meeting aimed to discuss the Cairo Declaration that had been issued by three parties to support the exemption of the National Capitol from Shari’a Law enforcements.

On the second of July, the security department arrested the legal activist Ghazi Suliman two hours before the convening of a press conference scheduled at his office to announce a supportive statement to the Cairo Declaration. Between the 5th and the 8th of June, the authorities arrested 4 other activists, Ibrahim al-Sheikh, ‘Abdel- Qayoum ‘Awad, Azhari al-Haj, and Mohamed al-Hafiz who collaborated in the statement’s preparation. Ghazi was lately released; almost two weeks from the day of his arrest.

On July 31, the police force joined security officers to attack the dorms of the Juba University campus at the district of Kafouri in Khartoum. Accused of performing acts of destruction, 62 students were detained of whom at least 15 students were injured in the arrest. On August 2, the authorities enforced a prompt shut-down of the university for unspecified term of suspension to handicap the students’ pressure on the authorities to run elections of the students’ union. August 3, the police and security forces arrested 20 students of the Sudan University following massive students’ demonstrations.

With the president’s willingness to release all political detainees in the country, 32 politicians were released the first week of August including 13 members of the PCP. The Organization’s resources, however, assured that many other political detainees were detained without charge. In the Kober Central Prison, there were 10 detainees among them Hassan al-Turabi, the PCP chairperson who had been detained since 2001. August 19, the president renewed al-Turabi’s detention for 6 months. 

August 10, the security and the intelligence forces arrested many members of the ‘Adila and the Ma’aliya groups, and then moved them to the Niyala city. Among the detainees were al-Haj Hamdoun Jad al-Kareem, al-Tayeb Yousif, ‘Abdel-Aziz ‘Ali al-Sheikh, Fatarani E’issa Mustafa, Farah Mu’ala ‘Abdel-Mahmoud, ‘Abdel-Rahman Abbakar Mohamed, Mohamed al-Shareef Khamgan, Hamid Adam Basha, Mohamed Adam Mohamed Salih who was a child only ten years old that the Niyala prison authorities refused to detain. The child was kept in the custody of the Niyala police. Other detainees included the Dinka men al-Sadiq Yak, Kair Dot, and Deng Mot Deng.

On August 14, fourteen citizens were arrested in the town of Kas before they were imprisoned in the Niyala Prison. The citizens included al-Haj Tairab Mahmoud, al-Hadi Ishaq, ‘Amar Mohamed Ahmed, Ibrahim Musa, Nouradeen Jubair ‘Ali, Abu al-Qasim Tilib, Mohamed Adam Nour, ‘Ali ‘Abdel-Rahman, al-Fadil Adam, Yahya ‘Abdel-Allah, Hashim Mohamed, ‘Abdel-‘Aziz ‘Abdel-Karim, Isma’il Mohamed Ahmed, and Abbakar Adam Shu’aib. The detainees were severely tortured by the security/intelligence force.

The DarFur region of western Sudan was targeted with massive arrests of the ethnically-identified African-descent groups of the Fur, the Zagawa, and many others. By mid June, ‘Abdel-Rahim ‘Arga was arrested in al-Fashir city. July 5, ‘Ali Mansour Maniyas was arrested, and on August 17 Siddiq al-Tahir Tarjoak and Mohamed Eliyas of the Zagawa group were also arrested.

According to the SHRO-Cairo sources, these citizens were tortured and denied the right to family visitation or legal consultation. August 20, 3 members of the Fur tribe, namely: Yaqoub Khamis, Samir Ibrahim ‘Abdel-Malik, and Mohamed Nasreldeen Mohamed Ahmed were arrested and detained at a security establishment in Zalingay.

On August 29, Adam Khawaja, a Fur farmer, was detained in a clandestine center. Still, his family continued to search for him. September 12, the clergyman James Akol Mayoin, the director of the archbishop church in Khartoum, was arbitrarily arrested.

October 2, Port-Sudan authorities arrested Sharif Yousif al-Barbari, ‘Awad Muhajir, and ‘Awad ‘Abd-Allah of the Tahrir [Liberation] Party who were distributing a political leaflet criticizing the Nevasha agreement. ‘Uthman Haroun, another Tahrir member, was also arrested in Khartoum for 4 days. 

October 6: members of the armed forces in Abu Jabra of the ‘Adila district in Southern DarFur arrested 22 citizens of the Ma’alia people, of whom two persons were severely tortured. These citizens were detained for 12 days at the ‘Adila police station without lawful charge or investigation. Mohamed ‘Abd-Allah Adam (a child in his 16th) and al-Rahaima Yousif Suliman (19) were flogged on their backs and burnt with cigarettes and other hurtful objects by ten security men. 

The other detained citizens who were transferred to the Niyala Prison on October 21 with the other ones included Mohamed Ibrahim Mohamed, al-Sadiq Adam Ismail, Mohamed Yousif ‘Ali, al-Khair Mohamed Ahmed, Ibrahim Ahmed Mohamed, Ahmed Mohamed Ibrahim, Ibrahim Mohamed ‘Abd al-Rahman, Adam Qamar al-Din, Hamad al-Shareef, Hamid Mohamed Ibrahim, Mahmoud ‘Abd-Allah, Jibril Adam Hamad, ‘Awad-Allah Adam Hamdan, al-Zain Ahmed ‘Ali, Mekki Ahmed Mohamed, ‘Abd-Allah Shygora, ‘Asim ‘Eissa Mohamed, Ibrahim ‘Izbayin, Tajadin ‘Isma’il Ahmed, and Ahmed Hamid Mohamed.

December 18th early hours, the security authorities of DarFur arrested a number of active politicians whose majority belonged to the PCP in the region. Among the arrested citizens was al-Khair al-Qadil, al-Tigani Saneen, Mohamed Hafiz ‘Abd-Allah, Daoud ‘Attiya, ‘Isma’il Abbashar ‘Arabi, and ‘Isma’il Abbashar Haqar.

December 19, the security forces of Niyala arrested Ahmed Tahir Ahmed Shatta, electronics engineer, Ahmed Hassan ‘Abd al-Rahman, bank employee, ‘Abd al-Shafi’ ‘Eissa Mustafa, a former textile employee, and ‘Abd al-Raouf Mohamed ‘Abd-Allah, an employee with the Sudanese Organization for Relief.

December 21, the authorities arrested pharmacist Mohamed ‘Eissa and engineer ‘Eissa Mohamed Bassi. On December 24, ‘Ismail ‘Abd-Allah Musa, a faculty member of the Neelain University was also arrested.

December 21, the security authorities arrested 9 unions’ leaders, including a woman. These were Mahgoub Ahmed al-Zubair, Mn-Allah ‘Abd al-Wahab, Nasir Mohamed Nasir, Siddiq Yahya, Had al-Raid ‘Abd al-Mahi Mohamed ‘Attiya (woman), ‘Ali Khalifa Mahdi, Mohamed Suliman Mohamed, Mohamed Mahmoud, and ‘Akasha Babikir Mohamed. These citizens were arrested mid-day from Mahgoub al-Zubair’s house at Shambat in Khartoum North. The unionists were released late at night. They were asked to attend the security headquarters the next day where they were detained until dusk; and then summoned for a next day.

On December 28, Mudawi Ibrahim Adam, director of the Sudanese Organization for Relief, was arrested, his house inspected, and many private documents confiscated with a computer set. He was detained in a clandestine place.

Repressing Students’ Movement

Throughout the year, the students’ movement was violently suppressed. On the 17th and the 22nd of March the security forces joined the police force in the non-judicial use of gunfire against demonstrations by the students of Bakht al-Rudda University of al-Dowaim and the Neelain University in Khartoum. Three students were extra-judicially killed, and many others were seriously injured. 

The murdered students by the police included Shareef Hasab Allah, a student of Business, and Haytham al-Tayeb, a finalist in the Faculty of Law. The two students were shot dead inside the university campus. Mohamed al-Hassan, a student in the second year of the Bakht al-Rudda Faculty of Economics was also murdered. Khalil Musa, Mohamed Fadl al-Mula, Mohamed ‘Abd Allah, and ‘Ammar Mohamed Ibrahim were bodily hurt by the assaulting police. 

Hassan ‘Ali (5th year agriculture), Mohamed Siddig (5th year agriculture), Omer al-Amin ‘Awad (2nd year agriculture), Mohamed al-Mustafa Hashim Abbashar (4th year economics) were arrested on March 17. ‘Ammar Najm al-Deen, Taha Basheeri was arrested at the Bakht al-Rudda University on March 30, and Sami Yousif Isma’il from Kassala University was arrested on April 1. The security forces attacked the female students’ dormitory at Bakht al-Rudda and detained for some time a number of students. The list included Hind al-Jaili (5th year agriculture), and Masha’ir Hamid (5th year agriculture).

On March 23, the security and the police forces suppressed with additional violence peaceful demonstrations by the Sudan University students in Khartoum. As a result of the police brutality, student al-Amin Shams al-Deen of the Faculty of Engineering suffocated to death by the police tar gas; and yet some witnesses said the police most likely killed him directly with gunfire. 

On Monday March 24, the police and the security armed group injured more than 40 students who were peacefully protesting government policies. The injured party included Nazar Mahmoud Gaddal (a third year student at the al-Ahliya University), and students Ahmed Fouad ‘Abbas and Ahmed Mohamed Ya’goub of the University of Khartoum.

Violating the Economic, Cultural and Social Rights

The spreading corruption, privatization of state enterprises for the advantage of the regime’s favorite ones, the marginalization and the persecution of the trade unionist movement, the abusive implementation of repressive laws, and the absence of transparency and regime’s accountability for all these violations led to a complete loss of the cultural and social rights of the majority of citizens in the southern, western, central, eastern regions as well as the other parts of the country. 

In the Upper Nile oil fields, the indigenous population was continuously displaced from their villages that were further destroyed to boost the government/foreign oil investments in the region. In Western Sudan, the government irresponsibly supported the ethnic cleansing of many African groups by government-controlled Arab groups. The marginal regions suffered the government’s policies of uneven development, concentration of political power, and wealth monopolies. 

Despite the increasing revenue of oil in the year, there was not any parallel improvement in the economic situation or the living standards of citizens. In fact, most of the oil revenue (about 2.5 trillion Sudanese pounds) was spent on the state bureaucracy (913,000 billion pounds) other than 468 billion pounds to cover part of the defense and security expenditure. The production and human development portions were reduced by 20% compared to the preceding year (i.e. 620b instead of 770b). The agricultural development was reduced by 23% (170b in 20003 instead of 220b in 2002). This sector which included more than 62% of the total population suffered many failures as many cultivated areas crumbled in the major schemes of al-Gezira, Managil, Halfa al-Jadida, and Rahad.

The crisis of hundreds of thousands of public service employees and workers purged from service was not yet solved. More state enterprises were sold-out leaving behind thousands of the dismissed employees unemployed. For example, the size of rail ways personnel collapsed [over the time period] by approximately 65 of the total working force from 31,000 in 1989 to only 11,000 in 2003. A new academic study revealed that about one fifth of the purged state employees amounted to about 122,000 persons. This figure did not include the personnel that lost their jobs by the unfair privatization.

The trade unions were largely weakened by the continuous intrusion of the government in union affairs. The emergency law and the public order act abrogated the fundamental rights and the individual freedoms of people. The government continued to impose certain attire on the workingwomen in government service, schools, or in the public life at large. All peaceful assemblies were subjected to the security surveillance of the ruling party’s “public order police” that determined, above the law, the desirable demeanor for individuals or groups. 

In the area of education, a great damage had been regularly pursued to indoctrinate students with the regime’s ruling ideology and the “brainwash” lecturing of conscription camps. A culture of violence and intolerance has partially replaced some of the old-centuries heritage of the peaceful co-existence of the Sudanese multi-ethnic and multi-religious community, which earlier prevailed before the NIF dictatorial rule. The government never ceased surveillance over the freedom of cultural expression, including singing, theatrical and other artistic activities.

In June, the government began to move tens of families affected by the establishment of the Marwi Dam, which the majority population of the area strongly opposed, due to the negative cultural, social, and economic repercussions of the Dam, The government, however, did not postpone the establishment until a democratic climate would possibly help better decisions, as the protesting people wanted. The authorities further planned to displace the population in areas without consultation with the displaced people. The plan which would be completed by mid 2007 would move the Hamadab, Emry, and Manasir respectively to the Moltaqa Agricultural Scheme, the Wadi al-Moqadam (85 kilometers to the south of the Dam), and the Mukabrab Scheme (255 kilometers east to the Dam)

Unfair Trials, Executions, and Physical Punishment

On April 26, a special court in Niyala of Western Sudan sentenced with death penalty 24 citizens, including a 15-year youth. The accused persons were arrested in January 2002 for acts of violence and tribal conflict. However, they were not provided with legal consultation; nor did they receive relatives’ visitation in jail. 

Those sentenced with death penalty, in accordance with sections 130, 139, 168, and 175 of the law of criminal procedure 1991 were: al-Doom Adam Abbakar ‘Ali (75 years old), Mohamed ‘Umar Suliman Ahmed (71 years old), Ahmed Asseel Haroun ‘Abd al-Rahman, Suliman al-Doom Adam, Ya’goub ‘Abd Allah Khair Allah, Abbakar ‘Ainna Jabir, Abbakar Fadl Mohamed Asseel, ‘Issa Ahmed Ibrahim Mohamed, Zakariya Ahmed Adam Homiddan, Zakariya Ahmed Adam Mohamed, ‘Ali ‘Umar Mohamed Barakka, Musa Hussain Ahmed Issaq, Abu al-Qasim ‘Umar Adam, al-Mahdi ‘Abd al-Gabir Adam, Fadl Adam Hammdan, Mohamed ‘Issa Haroun ‘Abd Allah, Hamid Ahmed Musa, Ahmed Rahamma Mohamed Asseel, Isma’il Salih al-Tahir, al-Nour Rahamma Mohamed Asseel, al-Tayeb Mohamed Ahmed, Abbabakr Idris Adam, ‘Abd al-Rahman Mohamed ‘Abd Allah, and al-Tahir Ahmed Adam.

On May 17, a court in Niyala flogged a child in her 14th who was convicted with adultery. The child, originally from the South, was flogged 100 floggings in accordance with section 146 of the Sudan Penal Law. The regime’s public order police (not the regular police) arrested the child with al-Sir Sabeel Nour al-Deen, an adult 25 years old, who was accused of adultery. Nour al-Deen was discharged for lacking of evidence. 

Since Section 146 of the law of criminal procedure, however, subjects a person guilty of adultery to death by stoning if married, or 100 floggings if unmarried, the child’s lawyer asked the court not to execute the penalty for the child was pregnant. Because many similar petitions were denied by court, the child would continue to face the danger of stoning for adultery. 

On June 1, a court in Niyala sentenced a young female with 30 floggings. The Province Court, formerly the Public Order Court, stated that ‘Aziza Adam’s guilt was that she hadn’t covered up her feet with the right stockings. The floggings were executed in the same day of the sentence. ‘Aziza Adam, however, stated that the public order police arrested her while she was selling tea in the market. ‘Aziza explained, “She didn’t cover up her feet with stockings because she did not have the money to buy them.”

A Niyala court of prompt justice in western Sudan saw 53 persons of the Ma’aliya tribe who might be sentenced to death. The Organization received information that the accused group was harshly beaten up with big sticks and with guns for confession. Some of them were also subjected to electric shocks. The ages of some of the accused persons were less than 18 years old, while some were older than 60. The tortures embraced all of the accused; for example, al-Haj Hamdu Jad al-Karim, a handicapped person in his 68th, suffered a serious break of his rib. Accused of murder and the possession of arms without license, these citizens were arrested with 4 other persons during the months of July and August.

In November, not less than 14 women from the Monwashi village of Niyala were charged with adultery and flogged 100 floggings each.

The Situation of DarFur

The three wilayat [administrative regions] of DarFur suffered the greatest deterioration of humanity with the escalation of civil war that changed the life of a million persons to complete destitution. At least 700,000 people were displaced from their homes to live around cities or to cross the border unto the neighboring Chad.

Instead of dealing with the material causes of the instability of DarFur as well as the other marginal areas of the country that centered in the injustices of central governments and the lacking thereof of development and authority, the government wrongfully handled problems of the region in terms of stringent security measures versus local robbery gangs. The same wrongful approach had costly resulted in millions of victims and huge losses of private property and public establishment in the South. What was worse is the government’s mobilization of military resources to score whatever triumph might be gained by brutalizing millions of the innocent population of DarFur, having saved by truce the military effort in the South. 

On December 30, the head of state pledged to eradicate the rebels of DarFur whom he shunned as “spies, traitors, mercenaries, and renegades.” In his meeting with said delegates of the region, he ascertained, “the first program of the state is to crush rebellion or any outlaws.” This pledge came about hand in hand with full preparedness of the government troops and militias to launch massive attacks in DarFur. On week later, al-Bashir announced “rebellion would be shortly crushed; the war would take only a few days.” Another government official (the Wali or governor of DarFur) assigned February zero point of the operation.

The government’s military escalation, especially in January, produced tragic humanitarian conditions for civilians, in general, and village inhabitants, in particular. Besides the great losses of the civilian population, the public infrastructure of services and properties - marginal as they were – was almost completely destroyed, leaving behind displacement and the other social problems. 

The attacks by government troops and militias created the influx of civilians from hundreds of villages to cities, abandoning fields and harvesting, and drying out the food resources. Large areas of Jebel Marrah, Wadi Salih, and the northern and western parts of Niyala were completely abandoned due to acts of robbery, demolishment, and genocide by the government-supported Arab Janjaweed militias. The displacement of the assaulted DarFurians swell the poor cities of the region: Zalingi population increased from 20,000 to estimated 200,000; and Farsilla increased 10 times its former size of only 8,000 inhabitants.  

Extra-Judicial Killings in DarFur

The human rights situation worsened in DarFur. Throughout the year, violence was largely increased by attacks launched by the government forces and the government-controlled Arab militias against the African people of DarFur, especially the Fur, the Massaleit, and the Zagawa groups. 

On April 23, about 60 Massaleit persons were killed in the village of Moully. The murdered citizens were Isma’il Adam Abbakar, Jum’a Mohamed Adam, Ibrahim Mohamed Haroun, Adam Mohamed Adam, Jum’a Mohamed, Arbab Ibrahim, al-Haj Adam Abou, ‘Abd Allah Mohamed Gibril, Ibrahim ‘Umar Mohamed, Adam ‘Umar Mohamed, Ya’goub Musa Adam, Adam ‘Umar Adam, Mohamed Haroun, Kamal Haroun, Taj al-Deen Yousif, Abbakar ‘Abd al-Nabbi, Mohamed Haroun ‘Abd Allah, Adam Ibrahim Qassi, al-Shaikh Yahiya Issaq, Ishag Adam Bakheit, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘Abd Allah ‘Ali, ‘Abd Allah Mekki Siddig, Kalthum al-Nour ‘Abd Allah, Haroun Hamid Mohamed, Ibrahim Haroun ‘Abdeen, Mukhtar Mohamed Adam, ‘Abd Allah Mohamed Adam, ‘Ali ‘Abd Allah ‘Uthman, Abubakr Mohamed Adam, Mohamed ‘Ali ‘Abd Allah, Ibrahim ‘Ali Issaq, Ibrahim Musa Yousif, Qamar al-Deen Abbakar, Qamar al-Deen Siyam ‘Ali, Mohamed Hamid Yousif, Yahiya Adam Sa’eed, Yahiya Haroun Siyam, Ishaq Mohamed Isma’il, Ishaq Isma’il ‘Ali, Idris Yousif Gibril, Ahmed ‘Abd Allah Mohamed, Haroun Ishaq Isma’il, Ibrahim Haroun Yousif, Khatir Adam ‘Asheer, Adam ‘Abd al-Mageed Mohamed, Khalil ‘Umar, Mohamed, Abbakar Jum’a Muhajir, Ahmed ‘Abd Allah Mohamed, Mohamed ‘Abd Allah Mohamed, Ahmed ‘Ali, Mohamed ‘Abd al-Rahamn Suliman, Bara, Abbakar.

On April 11, the government forces attacked with Arab militias the village of Manfouri al-‘Assima, 45 kilometers west of Kutum. On April 16, the villages of Fono and Korny were attacked. As a result of these attacks, the three villages were evacuated from the civilian population. Another 23 villages (Arqi, Umbada, Fama, Kori, Singir, Umdarisi, Diko, Fana, Argonaqi, ‘Ustani, Gala, Kattama, Tobarri, Giganni, Jindi, Sanni, Seer, Fayno, Kanfalla, Tambar, Bourfo, Khadora, and Bardanni) were also evacuated. The displaced population of these villages suffered the difficult lacking of food, asylum, and medical attention.

On April 23, 44 persons were killed and tens injured in an armed conflict between Arab militias and a group of Massaleit people in the village of Morly north west of Jinaina, the capitol of Western DarFur. April 25th, the government forces accompanied with Arab militias attacked the village of al-Fqi Salihi, south west of Niyala. The transgressing forces killed and injured many civilians. They robbed 90 heads of the village cattle before they burnt the whole residence.

On April 28, the Arab militias attacked the Muqeer area, killing and/or injuring civilians. The murdered citizens were ‘Abd al-Rahman Ibrahim ‘Umar, Abbakar Adam ‘Abd Allah, Musa Ishaq Ahmed Idris, Suliman Arbab, ‘Abd al-Moula Arbab, ‘Abd al-Kareem Taj al-Deen, ‘Uthman Sharaf al-Deen, Yousif ‘Abd al-Mareem, and ‘Abbas Ishaq. The injured persons were Kalthum Adam Isma’il, Kalthuma Haroun, ‘Abd Allah Salih, Adam Hassan, Abbakar ‘Iz al-Deen, Azraq Siddig, Salih Ibrahim, al-Nour ‘Abd al-Khaliq, Ishaq  Isma’il, and Ahmed Ya’goub.

The SHRO-Cairo Organization was further informed that the Arab militias burnt more villages, looting them, and raping many women. On May 5, six men of the invading militias raped Kawthar Ya’goub, a girl in her 13th, in the village of Kargola. 

The other day, Adam Ibrahim, ‘Abd al-Karim Adam, Abbakar Adam, Suliman ‘Ubbaid, and al-Hadi were murdered in the villages of Daltang and Jokar. In addition, robbery and criminal misappropriation were largely committed. The Arab militias killed 20 policemen members of the Massaleit people who had been dispatched from Jinaina to the attacked villages.

Between the 17th and the 19th of June, government troops and militias accompanied by the PDFs and the Janjawid (Arab militias) invaded the Kurma area (78 kilometers west of al-Fashir). Tens of the innocent citizens were killed. The names of the murdered citizens or those bodily hurt included Mutasim ‘Abd-Allah Haroun Suliman (student, 19 years old); Ibrahim Humaid (Chief of the Diladima village, 50 years old); Humaid Mohamed ‘Abd Allah (farmer, 35); Mohamedain Ibrahim (farmer, 41); Isma’il Mohamed (farmer in his 40ies); Adam Yaqoub (farmer, 50); Ibrahim Suliman ‘Abdal-Rasoul (farmer, 45); Mohamed Adam Haroun (farmer, 40); Surkab Adam (farmer, 47); and Khadija Mohamed Suliman (housewife, in her 30ies). The invasion sacked and then demolished the villages of Joortoba, Bibi, Diladima, Jumba, Roma, Umleyona, Korron, Tartura, Tangolat, Ustani, and Tamarang. Many villagers were hurt, including .Abd-Allah Tibin Mohamed (40ies), Abbakar Haroun Abbakar (40), Mohamed ‘Abd-Allah ‘Abd-al-Rasoul (40), and Mohamed Adam Salih (40).

The Friday morning of July 25 witnessed the attack of government troops with Arab militias invading the village of Shoba, to the south of the Kabkabiya town in Northern DarFur. The invasion caused the death of 14 citizens and the injury of many elderly. The murdered citizens were Isma.il Adam Tura (63), Mohamed Adam Tura (70), Adam Mohamed Musa (80), Ishaq Bakr Haroun (78), .Abd-Allah Abbakar Omar (75), Siddiq Adam Suliman (68), Mohamed ‘Id (60), Musa Daoud, Mohamed Ahmed Bukhari (55), Yahiya Mohamed Salami (45), Mohamed Idris Adam Suliman (28), Mohamed Ishaq Atim (23), ‘Ali Adam Suliman (70), and Nouradeen Siddiq Adam (13). The injured party included Halima ‘Abd-Allah Ahmed (78), Adam Mohamed Ahmed Shugar (43), and Khatir Salih Mohamed (32).

The government troops and Arab militias launched revengeful attacks in DarFur in response to the occupation of SLA troops of the city of Kutum in August 1. The acts of revenge targeted the Zagawa, Fur, Massaleit and other African-descent ethnicities. Between the 5th and the 7th of August, the government troops extra-judicially killed about 300 suspects following the withdrawal of the SLA force from the city. The acts of vengeance aimed to terrorize the African-descent citizens in the city. Subsequently, the governor of the region, Yousif Kabir, admitted the occurrence of the invasion saying that, it was run by militias that claimed some connection with the government.

On August 18, governmental attacks covered 19 villages to the south and west of al-Jinaina city. In these attacks, whole villages were destroyed in Tarbiba, Kassiya, Shishta, Haraza, and other villages around Bayda town. The attacks killed about 50 Massaleit, Dago, and Singer peoples. On August 19, more attacks killed 10 citizens in Khazan Abu Jadeed, Tawila, Hajir, and other villages.

On August 25, the Arab government-supported militias raided a store of grain, a health unit, and a local market in the village of Mado in the Saba district.

Despite the cease-fire agreement signed in September (eventually implemented starting September 6) between the Sudan Government and the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM), the government troops killed 76 civilians on September 13 at the Kashaba area north of Kutum, and further attacked Abuliya where 16 civilians were also killed. On September 22, the troops demolished a number of villages in the Wadi Salih, Kutum, and Jebel Marrah areas.

Since February 2002, a group calling itself the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) pledged to resist the government troops in Western Sudan. Composed of African-descent DarFurians, the group asked the government to recognize the injustices prevailing in the region and to extend the peace talks of Kenya between the government and the SPLA to the SLA – an appeal that the war mongering government negatively received.

Aerial Raids on Civilians

The government air force operated the aerial raiding of 20 villages or more in western Sudan throughout the days of June 17, 18, and 19 - thus murdering 300 villagers and injuring at least 200 people. The SLM accused the government of using poisonous gas in the bombardment; however, no investigation was conduced about this accusation.

5:30 to 7 p.m. in the evening of Saturday June 21, a government air fighter repeatedly attacked Koroni (250 kilometers to the north-west of al-Fashir) to destroy a well used by the villagers for drinking water. The aerial bombardment led to the extra-judicial killing of these villagers among others: Abbakar Yousif shumu Haroun (student, 15); ‘Aysha ‘Uthman Nour (housewife, 25); Zainab ‘Uthman (student, 13); Nidal Isma’il (child, 7); Khadiga Barido Haqo (housewife, 32); Mohamed Ahmed (student, 17); Mohamed ‘Abd-Allah Isma’il (shepherd, 20); Fatima Mohamed Isma.il (housewife, 38); and Safa Mohamed ‘Ali (housewife, 40). The aerial invasion wasted the cattle, sheep, horses, and camels of the villagers; destroyed 87 houses; and forced 20,000 civilians to leave the area in search of safety around the cities.

August 27, a government antinov attacked Habila and other villages to the south of Jinaina. This attack killed 27 Massaleit and seriously wounded 33 persons. Many of the murdered civilians were women and children including Sa.adiya .Abdel-Rahman Arbab, Sa’adiya Mohamed Matar, Magda Yaqoub, Taqwa Musa Belal, Fatima Ahmed Mohamed, Halima ‘Abd-Allah Adam, Fatima ‘Abd-Allah Yahya, Zahra ‘Abd-Allah Yahya, Moniyra Adam ‘Abdel-Karim, Sa’ida Harran, Zainab Ahmed Yousif, Nada ‘Abdel-Magid Mohamed ‘Ali, Weam ‘Abdel-Mageed Mohamed ‘Ali, Halima Adam Bella, and Safa Yaqoub. Among the murdered males (including children) were Mustafa ‘Abdel-Rahman Arbab, Ibrahim Hassan, Zahir Adam ‘Abdel-Karim, ‘Abdel-Latif ‘Abdel-Rahman Ishaq, Ahmed Omar Shu’aib, Abbakar Haroun Isma’il, Torbo Younis Hamdi, Omar Adam Bahar, Hamdan Bahar Khair-Allah, and ‘Abdel-Rahman Nabbi (a child). Among the wounded civilians were ‘Ida Ahmed Hussain, Marwa Yaqoub Ibrahim Hassan, Safa Yaqoub Ibrahim Hassan, Roqaiya Suliman Ahmed, Tayba Ishaq Abbakar, ‘Aysha Tajadeen .Abdel-Rahman, Haja Ahmed Mohamed, Um al-Nas Syam, Fatoma Mohamed Adam, Fatima Mohamed ‘Ali, Roqaya ‘Uthman ‘Abboud, Mohamed Yousif ‘Ali, ‘Abd-Allah Qamar Mohamed, Yousif Adam Zakariya, Ishaq al-Toam Ibrahim, ‘Abd-Allah ‘Ali Mustafa, Mohamed Qamar .Abd-Allah, Mubarak .Abd-Allah Mohamed, Mohamed Haroun Ahmed, al-Tayeb .Abdel-Rahim Adam, Siddiq Syam Ibrahim, ‘Abd-Allah al-Goani E’issa, Abubakar ‘Abdel-Rahman Arbab, Adam ‘Abd-Allah Yahya Omar, Omar Ibrahim Mohamed Abubakar, Habib Abubakar Mahmoud, Jum’a Mohamed Ishaq, Mohamed ‘Abdel-Mageed Mohamed, Jum.a Omar Musa, Mohamed Ibrahim Khamis, Ayoub Adam Yaqoub, Daoud Adam Mohamed al-Merghani, and Ishaq al-Toam Ibrahim.

In September, antonov fighters and other helicopters attacked with machine guns the Kornoy area, Disa, Ambro, Tina, Morni, Sabra, Saliya, Um Sayal, Korngo, Hamra, Daya and other villages.

November 1, the government Air Force bombarded areas in North DarFur. Moreover, aerial raids increased in the months of December and January to the killing of tens of civilians and the destruction of tens of villages and smaller communities.

December 1, a huge government bomb-carrier plane bombarded the villages of Noon Mountains, north of Jenaina, killing 47 people and injuring ten others. Most of the victims were women, children, and elderly. 

On December 10, the aerial attacks targeted the civilians who were fleeing the fierce fighting of North DarFur, killing as many as they could.
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